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We  tried  to  make  the  last  issue  of  R.S.G.  afe  controversial 
as  we  could;  we  did  at  least,  provoke  a  letter  from  Roger 
Sutton,  vrhich  is  published  on  another  page*  This  issue  is 
v/e  hope,  even  more  controversial* 

This  is  what  we  need;  a  magazine  that  is  urgent,  propagandist 
educational  and  controversial*  Mainly  aimed  at  the  Warfare 
State,  the  magazine  should  also  deal  with  industrial  issues, 
with  housing  problems,  with  civil " liberties  and  with  social 
issues,  such  as  penal  reform,  etc*  But  essentially  we  are 
an  anti-war  periodical  and  this  must  take  precedence* 

In  this  issue  v/e  deal  at  length  with  the  Autymij.  Mobilisation 
We  must  make  it  quite  clear  that  all  signed  articles  are 
the  views  of  the  authors  and  not  necessarily- those  of  the 
London  Committee  of  100,  The  articles  by  Douglas  Kepper 
and  Geoff  Thomas  are  purely  personal  viewpoints*  In  this 
editorial  we  stand  by  what  we,  wrote  last  month  and  that  is 
that  the  road  to  a  peaceful  world  is  through  mon-viblent-*- 
non«-aligned  direct  action*  Wars  will  only  cease  when  men 
refuse  to  fight  and  when  they  refuse  to  manufacture  weapons 
of  war,  chemicals,  gases  etc.  The  war  in  Vietnam  will  only 
end  when  U.S.  servicemen  say:  "Enough!  I  refuse  to  go  to 
Vietnam  to  murder  people  with  whom  I  have  no  quarrel”. 

This  is  what  we  have  got  to  do.  We  have  to  visit  all  the 
U»Sr  bases  in  this  country  in  turn,  trying  to  persuade 
U*S.  servicemen  to  refuse  to  go  to  Vietnam.  We  must  do  this 
without  rancour  or  hatred. 

Whatever  the  rights  or  wrongs  of  the  October  22nd. 
demonstration  ‘in  London,  (and  the  police  undoubtedly 
behaved  with  brutality  and  violence)  many  of  the  demon¬ 
strators  also  went  to  the  U.S*  Embassy  in  an  ugly  and 
violent  mood.  One  "peace”  demonstrator  is  reported  to  have 
screamed  "kill  all  pacifists",  and  called  for  help  to  over¬ 
turn  the  Housoan1 s  bookshop  stall.  Another  is  reported  to 
have  shouted:  "black  power"  in!  Fortunately  he  got  little 
support  for  this*  Most  of  the  demonstrators  called  xor 
"Victory  for  the  Vietcomg”  and  many  threw  bottles  and  clods 
of  turf  at  the  police.  However  not  all  the  demonstrators 
were  like  this,  by  any  means,  and  to  a  large  extent  they 

were  provoked  by  the  police* 

Nevertheless,  the  October  22nd.  dr nonst ration  (despit a 
the  many  thousands  taking  part)  was  not  a  good  one,  ana  is 

not  likely  to  bring  us  nearer  to  peace  in. Vietnam* 

We  are  living  in  an  age  of  violence;  someone,  somewhere, 
must  take  a  stand  for  non-violence.  We  hope  that  members  of 
the  London  Committee  of  100  will  take  that  stanci. 


f,It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  to  announce  the  death  of  the 
Labour  Party  after  a  long  and  painful  illness.  She  will  be  buried 
with  appropiate  ceremony  on  Sunday,  the  first  of  October,  1967*  on 
the  beach  at  Scarborough.. "  So  ran  Jim  Radfordfs  ad  in  "The  Times” 
starter  for  the  demo/happening  along  March  of  Shame  lines,  duly 
executed  by  two  vanloads  of  Committee  of  100  supporters  from  London 
and  Cambridge,  a  further  thirty  sympathisers  making  up  the  cortage. 


1 1  POLITIC IANS_IN__CHURCH. 

Before  burying  Wilson  that  afternoon' a  dozen  of  us  went  to  observe 
him  at  morning  devotions  in  the  Central  Methodist  Hall.  Our  entry  in 
mid-service,  after  the  lessons(pure  accident  contary  to  press  suppostions 
in  top  hats,  bowlers,  dark  suits  and  widows . weeds ,  met  at  the  church 
gates  and  in  the  porch  with  only  slight  obstruction  from  the  police,  due 
I  expect  to  the  number  of  press-men  present.  A  steward  then  escorted  us 
to  some  empty  pews,  right  at  the  front  and  facing  inwards  to  the  aisle. 

Here  we  enjoyed  a  close  side  view  of  the  -  obese  sleuth  himself,  not  to 
mention  his  deputy  the  disconsolate  porpoise.  Shades  of  Brighton 
evidently  possessed  the  Cabinet  as  time  and  time  again  their  anxious 
eyes  strayed  from  the  hymnbook  towards  us.  We  stared  back  or  winked 
wickedly,  raised  questioning  eyebrows,  coughed  objectionably  and  thought 
how  easy  it  would  be  to  disrupt  this  hypocritical  pantomime  but  for 
having  our  own  counter-spectacle  to  perform  a  few  hours  later.  The 
sermon  was  on  "the  idea  of  service”  and  was  studed  wi^h  such  gems  of 
unconscious  irony  as  ”the  Church  is  the  only  organisation  which  exists 
for  those  who  do  not  belong  to  it".  In  an  unctuous  warble,  nauseous  with 
resounding  generalities  beloved  of  politicians,  the  Rev.  John  Dover 
rehearsed  his  pulpit  postures  before  the  Senior  Ministers.  True  Tory 

idiom . "as  we  have  become  more  democratic" . "and  if  the  Church, 

and  if  the  Conference,  and  if  the  Country"  interlaced  vd_th  lavish  "and 
brothers".  His  last  appeal  aws  to  the  congregation  to  remain  seated 
until  Brothers  Brown  and  Wilson  etc.  had  left  this  House  of  God.  As  we 
made  our  way  out  we  were  hemmed  in  and  held  back  by  an  aggressive  groyp 
of  plainclothes  (including  five  "women"  conspicuous  in  regulations 
black  stockings).. 


II)  DEMONSTRATORS  IN  HAPPEKERS^CLOTHING, 

Early  afternoon  we  gathered  at  the  Spa  below  the  delegates  hotel. 

A  large  crowd  gathered  as  well,  curiosity  aroused.  What  did  it  all  mean 
the  coffin  (black  wood  facsimile)  f  a  giant  stars  and  stripes  and  tailing 
after  it  a  small  Union  Jack,  forged  dollar  bills, »  a  laurel  wreath,  throe 
bunches  of  yellow  flowers,  soap  bubbles,  joss  sticks  flute  and  a  steel 
drum?  Answer:  We  had  to  bury  him,  he 'was  beginning  to  smell. 

But  it  was  here  that  we  came  unstuck. 

A  happening’ of  this  nature  is  useful  but  must  relate  to  the  people 
standing  by* 

Before  we  moved  off  Stan  Banks  passionately  denounced  Labour* s  complicity 
in  the  Vietnam  War,  his  words  reinforced  by  the  banner  behind  with  the 
legend  MA  ^million  dead,  i  million  burned  and  wounded  children  in  Viet¬ 
nam.”  After  a  slow ' procession  through  near-empty  streets  behind  our 
Labour  Party  R.I.P.  banner  we  returned  to  the  beach  and  a  much  larger 
crowd,  including  a  battery  of  press  photographers  i^ound  the  open  grave. 
Ceremonies  continued  with  Peter  Cadogan  reciting  promises  all  since 
betrayed,  of  Socialism* s  pseudo-champions  in  the  British  Labour  Party, 
and  after  each  dated  promise  the  pall-bearers  intoned  ’’Rhubarb  Rhubarb 
Rhubarb  Amen.  Finally  Jim  Radford  in  dog  collaf  conducted  the  burial 
with  a  skilful  adaptation  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  The  mike  was 
then  offered  to  any  one  who  would  like  to . come  forward  and  pay  their 
last  respects.  The  responce  was  as  slight  as  when  we  invited  spectators 
to  join  the  funeral  procession.  Why? 

HI)  misplaced_trust. 

Was  it  simply  that  the  symbolic  burial  of  a  political  party  was  too 
strange  and  event  for  anyone  in  the  street  to  identify  with?  Or  was  it 
disbelief  in  our  seriousness — for  since  when  have  political  issues  been 
presented  entertainingly  outside  the  pages  of  "Private  Eye”  and  ,r  Oz”. 
Entertaining  th$  burial  was,  the  curiosity  aroused  was  unmistakable. 

But  equally  clear  to  us  was  our  failure  to  provoke  a  serious  dialogue 
which  would  have  confirmed  that  our  point  had  been  taken.  For  some 
locals,  I  suppect,  it  was  music  hall  revived  on  Scarborough  Sands.  A 
relief  from  the  Labour  Party  instead  of  an  attack  on*  it.  Monday*s  "Baily 
Mirror",  the  only  national  daily  to  feature  more  than  a  paragraph  on  the 
burial,  presented  the  happening/demo  as  just  that— an  offbeat  sideshow 
all  part  of  a  Stmday  afternoon  stroll.  Fair  enough,  for  that  was  how 
most  of  the  spectators  digested  it.  The  entertainment  or  element  of 
"what’s  going  to  happen  next?”,  was  not  working  with  the  information 
or  element  of  political  consciousness  i.e.  knowledge  of  what  has  already 
happened  in  the  world  at  large.  On  the  spot speeches  and  ritual  even 
distracted  from  each  other;  meaning  lay  too  far  outside  enactment. 
Significantly  the  main  coverage  of  the  burial  was  on  T.V. 

It  is  high  time  that  the  Peace  Movement  and  all  radical  protest 
got  down  off  this  revolving  stage  which  seperates  actors  from  audience, 


activist  from  the  masses,  and  stopped  shaking  the  Establishments  media- 
gloved  hand* 

We  bewail  the  gap  between  politicans  and  the  voters,  conman  and  conned 
yet  in  the  Committee  of  100  we . are  not  in  practice  any  nearer  to  the 
people  than  are  the  men  who  run  the  party  machines.  How  often  is  there  a 
political  event,  or  reaction  to  a. political  event,  that  a  man  in  the 
street  can  and  will  join,  and  in  so  doing  add  his  criticism  and  his  feel¬ 
ings  to  it, in  this  way  orienting  himself  in  relation  to  real  ongoing 
processes  of  history?  Our  burial  service  was  not  properly  understood, 
ignited  no  smouldering  fires,  because  it  took  place  in  a  vacuum  of 
consciouness.  Who  were  we  performing  to  in  Scarborough  besides  the  press 
cameras?  We  should  have  gone  to  Stockport,  Lancashire,  where  for  nine 
months  workers  have  been  out  on  strike,  against  the  anti-Trade  Union 
measures  of  the  American  owned  factory  of  Roberts  Arundel*  The  working 
population  of  Stockport  already  knows  intuitively  just  why  a  Labour 
government  cannot  knock  Johnson  over  Vietnam:  because  the  dollar  bolsters 
our  sagging  economy*  In  Stockport  the  "special  relationship"  between 
Britain  and  the  U.SiA.  has  reality  for  the  man  in  the  street.  In 
Scarborough, ' outside  the  conference  rooms,  the  "Special  relationship" 
has  only  a  T. V. . reality ;  maybe  it  lacks  even  that.  Had  we  gone  to  Stock- 
port  would  the  Commissioner  of  Police  been  so  obliging  over  the  little 
matter  of  the  funeral  route? 

J  n THE_END. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

The  Force  of  non-alignment* 
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The  previous  issue  of  R.S.G.  contained  an  Editorial  which  said 
that  the  Peace  Movement  must  oppose  all  wars,  all  bombs  and  be 
non-aligned  on  the  issue  of  Vietnam.  Thus  it  represented  the  sun 
total  of  the  untenable  ideas  of  non-alignment  which  are  rife  in 
the  Peace  Movement  at  the  moment.  To  look  at  the  present  World 
situation  and  then  say,  as  the  non-aligned  do  "A  plague  on  both 
your  houses"  is  both  ridiculous  and  grossly  unfair.  That  is  made 
clear  at  a  glance  at  the  military  records  of  the  two  "power  blcccs" 
in  postwar  years.  The  record  of  the  Socialist  bloc  is  as  follows 
Chinese  troops  have  been  in  action  apart  from  the  Peoples  War  of 
Liberation,  only  three  times  (excluding  minor  engagements)  These 
were  once  in  defence  of  the  Korean  people  against  U.S,  aggression 
once  to  liberate  the  oppressed  serfs  of  Tibet  from  feudalism 
and  once  in  defence  of  their  own  Peoples  Republic  against  Indian 
aggression.  Soviet  troops  (apart  from  minor  engagements)  have 
only  been  in  action  once, — to  crush  the  Fascist  uprising  in 
Hungary.  Contrast  this  with  the  military  record  of  the  United 
States  during  the  same  period.  The  U.S.  army  has  been  in  action 
to  crush  national  liberation  movements  in  Vietnam,  Laos,  the 
Congo,  Panama,  the  Dominican  Republic  and  elsewhere. 


It  has  attempted  counter-revolutionary  actions  against  Cuba, 
and  has  surpassed  the  Negro  revolt  in  Detroit.  The  British 
army  has  a  similar  record.  In  Kenya,  Aden,  Malaysia,  Guyana, 
Hong-Kong  and  numerous ' other  places  it  has  supressed  the  people- 
Both  Britain  and  the  U.S.  have  established  and  maintained  the 
artificial  state  of  Israel  for  the  purpose  of  aggression  against 
the  Arab  peoples,  and  have  given  military  support  to  the  neo- 
Nazi  regime  in  West  Germany,  to  further  their  ambitions  in 
Europe.  In  the  field  of  atomic  weapons  the  Western  powers, 
particularly  the  U*S.  were  the  first  to  manufacture,  test,  USE 
and  proliferate  them.  Hence  from  the  above  notes  it  is  clear  thsat 
the  main  enemy  of  the  people  of  the  world  and  of  world  peace  is 
imperialism,  headed  by  U.S.  imperialism. 

Thus,  by  refusing  to  recognise  the  difference  between 

the  aggressors  and  their  victims,  between  the  oppressed  and  thefc 
oppressors  and  between  just  and  unjust  wars,  the  non-aligned  arc 
unintentionally  supporting  wars  directed  against  imperialism.  We 
must  demand  that  the  U.S.  get  out  of  Vietnam,  that  the  British 
get  out  of  Hong-Kong  and  all  other  places.  As  for  the  bomb,  well 
the  imperialists  had  it  first,  so  the  imperialists  must  get  rid 
of  it  first.  * 

_Ro£er<_Sutt  on. 


CONTRIBUTORS. 

Editor  of  R.S.G.  Retiring  Secretary  of  the 
London  Committee  of  100  after  long  and  willing 
service.  Described  by  his  family  as  a 
Conservative  Beatnik.  Also  dubbed  the  ’’Voice  of 
the  I.L.P. 

London  representitave  of  PROVO.  Wheat  germ 
fanatic.  No  relation  to  the  past  Gladstone  and 
proud  of  it. 

tsrc  New  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  100. . Catholic 
Anarchist  and  writer  of  the  long-winded  LEFT. 

§22i5-5§2!222*-  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  100. 

Refugee  from  Scotland  born  in 
England  also  claims  to  be  a  Portsmouth  Nationalist. 
Ardent  critic  of  Flower-Power  politics. 


I  should  like  to  comment  on  Malcolm  Miles  article  oh  Education  in  the 
4th.  edition  of  R.S.G.  Although  I  disagree  entirely  with  many  educational 
methods,  I  think  Malcolm  has  been  seeing  things _ a  little  bit  out  of  pers¬ 
pective. 

Everything 'a  young  person  learns  at  school  is  not  only  dependant  on  the 
programme  of  education  contributed  directly  or  indirectly  by  the  state 
and  on  the  attitudes  of  the  teachers.  It  is  important  to  .note  that  all 
information  must  be  passed  by  means  of  a  teacher  and  a  text  book. 

It  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  the  nation  is  educated  to  accept  war, 
but  I  believe  that  only  part  of  it  comes  from  school.  Toys,  television 
and  the  attitudes  of  parents  have  much  more  effect. 

The  dirtiest  of  the  educational  dirty  deeds  is'  religious  indoctrination. 

It  is  terrible  that  kids  should  have  this  "cods  wallop"  rammed  down  their 
throats  5  days  a  week  for  II  years.  My  experience  of  religious  education 
is  that  most  people  react  against  it  as  they  grow  older.  Of  my  friends  at 
college,  about  one  in  ten  are. Christian,  about  four  in  ten  are  Atheist. 

Of  these  same  people,  most  of  them  accept  the  War- fare  State,  indeed  some 
of  them  are  employed  by  weapon  manufacturing  firms.  This  points  to  a 
difference  in  the  two  types  of  indoctrination  and  supports  my  suggestion 
concerning  influences  other  than  school. 

I  think  that  Malcplm*s  comments  on  sport  are  very  much  out  of  perspective. 
The  very  well  known  theory  concerning  interval  pressures  and  release  ' 
valves  is  supported  by  socialogical  research  and  is  now  accepted  generally 
as  a  scientific  truth.  The  violent  tendencies  which  are  latent  in  human 
beings  are  harmlessly  redirected  by  sport.  Sport  also  does  a  great  deal 
of  good  for  international  relations*  When  in  East  Germany  a  couple  of  years 
ago  my  conversations  with  German  people  very  often  led  to  the  discussion 
of  football.  This  was  prompted  not  by  me  (for  I  have  little  interest  in 
football)  but  by  the  Germans.  I  was  taught  at  school  that  Cummunists 
were  not  very  nice  people  and  I  suppose  that  they  were  taught  the  same 
about  us.  An  important  common  fact  was  our  interest  in  sport. 

The  rest  of -Malcolm  Miles  article  is  really  excellent,  particularly 
his  conclusions.  I  hope  it  will  prompt  further  discussion  ,in  this  important 
subject. 

_E;d  Prytherch.  _ 


V 


(This  is  meant  as  a  rewrite  of  what  I  have  said  concerning  the  role 
of  the  Committee  in  the  light  of  subsequent  discussion) 

\ 

TI»e  Committee  of r 100  was  formed  in  the  first  place  in  answer  to 
mass  pressure  in  CBLD  wishing  to  go  further  but  by  no  means  certain 
in  what  way  it  wished  so  to  do  and  ready  to  listen  to  the  Schoeneman 
Russell  concept  of  publicity  stun&  direct  action.  (Or  some  who  had 
no  conception  of  gaol - the  filling  the  gaols  idea) 

^he.  DAC  which  had  existed  before  its  various  predecessors  from 
the  time  of  the  operation  Ghandi  on,  had  attempted  to  develope  the 
ideas  in  Ghandi ?s  written  books  in  a  way  significantly  different  from 
Ghandi* s  practice  of  mass  action,  as  a  means  of  direct  action.  Go  to 
the  people  most  intimately  involved  in  the  execution,  (not  the  decision 
making)  of  an  evil  and  illustrate  dramatically  the  significance  of  wbfet 
they  do  in  an  attempt  to  get  them  to  refuse  to  continue. 

Various  groups  of  the  Libertarian  Left  still  existed, ---(but  not  much 
more)  when  the  Committee  was  formed  and  was  still  trying  to  work  for 
the  creation  of  a  workers  movement  which  could  use  di  re<ei  industrial 
action  as  a  means  to  combat  class  society  and  the  wars  it  produces. 

Various  other  Pacifist  groups  oexisted  attempting  to  foster  coop¬ 
erative  social  work,  and  to  build  the  basis  of  an  non-violent  society 
in  this  way. 

The  DAC  the  industrial  groups  which  had  been  represented  at  the 
Industrial  Rank  and  File  Conference  of  January  61,  and  most  of  the 
pacifists  involved  in  such  social  work;  very  rightly  all  oriented 
themselves  to  the  early  Committee  of  100  and  attempted  to  deepen  its 
thinking.  Most  of  the  local  committees  which  were  formed  in  the  middle 
of  6l  and  most  of  the  working  groups  were  the  product  of  this  influence 
This  was  especially  true  of  the  Industrial  sub— committee. 

Since  then  the  bulk  of  those  who  nrnrely  wanted  a  publicity  stunt 
have  left  us,  though  many  who  began  that  way  have  stayed  on.  Since 
then  the  Libertarian  Left  is  vastly  stronger  as  is  I  would  judge,  the 
predominant  social  work,- — though  on  the  other  hand  pacifist  influence 
in  organisations  such  as  Oxfara  has  considerably  lessened  as  these  have> 
grown.  (When  I  am  saving  is  vastly  stronger  I  am  not  claiming  a  mass 
movement,  but  just  referring  to  the  fact  that  there  were  activists  in 
6l  and  that  there  are  probably  more  people  now  who  see  themselves  as 
part  of  the  SWF  of  Solidarity  than  there  are  of  the  100) 

The  Committee’s  role  today  therefore.’ more  nearly  corresponds  with  that 
of  the  pre-6l  DAC  ,  than  the  61-2  100.  As  with  the  DAC  and  the  old  Ki-V 


RGP  our  job  i^  to  illustrate  evils,  to  make  people  operating  these 
consider  the  personal  responsibility  involved,  the  fact  that  govern¬ 
ments  can  only  jlo  them  while  they  command  obedience,  (wars  will  cease 
when  men)  *  This' is.  a  tactic  we  have  to  offer  a  wider  Libertarian  and 
Peace  Movement,  it  is  also  a  service  we  perform  which  facilitates 
the  work  of  other  groups.  I  do  not  think  however  that '  the  Committee- 
should  set  out  to  do  the  work  of  all  the  other  groups.  The  days  are 
long  gone  when  we  were  big  enough  to  attempt  to  coordinate  the  others 
within  us,  if  we  set  out  to  parallel  the  other  organisations  in  the  41 
field  we  are  liable  to  contribute  only  disunity  v/here  unity  may 
matter. 

We  should  render  help  to  other  pacifist  and  Libertarian  groups  in 
these  fields  but  if- we  set  out  for  instance  to  recreate  an  industrial 
sub-committee  out  of  our  own  members  distinct  from  the  work  of 
Solidarity  the  SWF,  the  1LP  etc.  we  will  merely  be  there  rivals  and 
do  no  goodj  If  on  the  other  hand  we  encourage  people  to  work  with 
these  others,  we  will  create  better ' relations  with  them  generally  and 

it  will  be  to  the  interests  of  both.  The  same  goes  regarding  organisat 
ions  such  as  Simon.  It  would  be  absurd  for  us  to  set  up  a  distinct 
rival  grouping,  but  100  supporters  should  see  work  for  Simon  as  part 
of  there  work  for  100.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered  that  many  of  the 
various  groups  in  existence  owe  their  origins  in  part  to  being 
particularist  groups  of  the  original  100. 

The  fissiparious  tendency  which  caused  the  Libertarian  wing  of  the 
old  100  to  break  away  each  group  to  do  its  own  work  when  the  100 
ceased  to  be  a  mass  organisation^  was  only  harmful  in  so  far  as  we 
have  allowed  it  to  create  bitterness.  There  were  specialised  jobs  to 
be  done  and  we  departed  our  own  wa.^rs  to  do  them.  This  does  not  mean 
that  there  is  not  a  wider  Libertarian  underlying  unity,  which  may  or 
may  not  according  to  the  circumstances  that  arise  cause  us  to’  come 
together  in  a  larger  movement. 

Therefore  I  would  like  to  stress  that  the  Committee’s  role  should 
be  a  direct  propagandist  role,  we  should  not  of  feet*  a  particularist 
themry  of  society,  but  only  the  technique  of  NVDA  as  propaganda. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  sort  of  committment  that  involves  readiness 
to  go  to  prison  can  only  be  a  small  minority  committment  and  then 

only  for  fairly  brief  periods,  (if  the  periods  are  too  long  DAists 
tend  to  become  masochistic  and  inward-looking)  Therefore  if  the 
Cbmmittee  sets  us  -to  do  this  propaganda:  role  as  its  primary  task  and 
.  hopes  to  inspire  other  direct  action  as  well  it  must  Inevitably 
remain  small.  Whereas  with  the  old  DAC  it  was  unclear  as  to  whether 
it  was  in  turn  trying  to  inspire  civil  uisobedience  (conscientious 
objection)  or  political  pressure  (Pat  wa^q  still  in  the  Labour  Party) 
we  are  trying  definitely  trying  to  inspire  direct  action,  whether 
as  industrial  action,  as  civil-disobedience,  (Gypsy  and  King  Hill 
campaigns)  of  as  do-it-yourself  social  reform  (Simon).  We  are  therefor 
acting  aas  a  propagandist  organ  of  a  wider  Libertarian  movement. 


As  I  say  I  believe  that  to  do  this  properly,  committee  supporters 
'•should  also  be  supporters  as  active  as  possible  of  other  Libertarian 
and  pacifist  and  so  forth  being  done. 


Forty-two  people  were  charged  with  breaking  into  the  Greek  Embassy  in  Upper 
Brook  Street  on  April  28th •  Some  received  fines  ranging  from  £25  to  £100  and 
others  received  conditional  discharges.  Terry  Chandler,  Michael  Randle  and  Bel 
Foley  were  imprisoned  for  15  months,  12  months  and  6months  respectively.  The  below 
is  a  reprint  from  the  "Guardian"  which  appeared  on  'riday  October  6th. 

"People  who  break  imho  embassies,  whether  a  Greek  one  in  London,  or  a  British  one 
in  Peking,  should  not  expect  diplomatic  immunity;  and  although  a  vote  at  the  Labour 
Party  conference  this  week  shows  that  the  political  sympathies  of  the  party  in  power 
are  broadly  aligned  with  the  anti-Pa toko s  demonstrators  whom  Mr.  Justice  Widgery 
sentenced  on  Wednesda  y,  almost  any  British  citezen  would  prefer  such  issues  to  be 
decided  on  judicial  rather  than  political  criteria.  But  on  this  occasion  there  is 
serious  doubt  whether  judicial  criteria  have  been  properly  applied. 

It  aws  reasonable  of  the  judge  to  conclude  that  the  Upper  Brook  Street  demon¬ 
stration  in  April  was  not  wholly  spontaneous.  But  in  London,  demonstrations 
spontaneity  is  a  generally  a  recipe  for  far  greater  public  disorder '  than  occured  on 
this  occasion.  The’ judge  selected  Terry  Chandler  and  Michael  Randle—two  contumacious 
pacifists  and  anti-nuclear  prison  graduate s-f or  exemplary  treatment.  Justifying  the 
sentences  he  imposed  on  the  conventional  police  court  grounds  that  they  had  be4n  "in 
trouble  before".  Both  defendants  chief  trouble  was  their  share  in  the  Committee  of 
I00! s  Wethersfield  demonstration  in  I96I,  after  which  they  were  prosecuted  under 
the  Officia  1  Secrets  Act  and  sent  to  prison  for  18  months.  The  case,  a  classic  clas] 
between  individual  conscience  and  national  expediency,  went  to  the  House  of  Lords 
British  society  would  be  the  poorer  if  the  clash  had  not  been  provoked  on  that  issue 
and  what  was  done  was  not  so  much  justice  as  necessary  injustice.  If  Mr.  Justice 
Widgery  does  not  recognise  this,  it  is  time  he  did. 

If  the  sentences  are  not  reduced  on  appeal  to  ones  more  appropriate  to  the  actual 
offence  on  this  partioular  occasion,  there  ought  to  be  more  demonstrations. 
Bemonstration  is,  after  all,  one  of  the  quick  ways  in  which  people  who  are  no  great 
hand  at  writing  letters  can  communicate  their  views  to  judges  and  politicians.  In 
a  country  where  even  a  brief  verbal  interruption  of  a  church  service  is  apparently 
an  offence,  it  takes  some  ingenuity  to  devise  a  demonstration  that  is  peaceful,  lega 
and  effective*  Indeed,  pace  Mr.  Justice  Widgery  perhaps  onljjr  a  professional  demonstra 
can  hope  to  succeed.  But  .when  people  cease  to  try,  we  shall  be  halfway  to  Patakos!s 
Athens  ourselves.  ^ 

The  above  is  reprinted  from  the  "Guardian?1,  riday  October  6th.  Will  you  register 
your  protest  against  the  savage  and  vindictive  sentences  imposed  on  some  pf  those  whe 
demonstrated  at  the  Greek  Embassy  against  the  new  Fascist  regime?  w  I 

Will  you  send  a  donation  to  the  funds  of  the  Save  Greece  How  BicJence  Committee,  I 
c/o,  Committee  of  IOC,  15  Goodwin  Street,  London,  H.4. 


On  Saturday,  I4th.  October  about  40  people  marched  from  Speakers 
Corner  to  the  Greek  Embassy  in  Upper  Brook  Street.  We  marched  in 
heavy  rain  along  Park  Lane,  each  one -of  us  carrying  a  placard. 
Unfortunately,  as  it  was  such  a  wet  night  there  was  a  marked  absence 
of  pedestrians  and  the  chance  of  increasing  our  numbers  was  spoilt. 

We  arrived  at  the  Embassy  and  lined  the  opposite  pavement  faced 
by  the  "Bastards  in  Office"  and  the  minions  in  bluec  Jim  Radford 

then  proceeded  to  hold  a  public  meeting  with  the  use  of  a  loud- 
hailer.  Even  though  permission  had  been  refused  we  managed  to  hold 

a  meeting  for  about  four  minutes,. 

We  were  then  told  that  we  could,  not  go  on  with  the  meeting;  s© 
decided  to  hold  it  in  Shepherds  Place,  across'  from  the  Embassy, 

but  unfortunately  without  the  use  of  the  hailer. 

As  some  of  the  defendants  were,  present  it  was  suggested  that  they 
should  move  away  if  there  was  any  trouble  with  the  police. 

The  meeting  was  then  held  with  short  speeches  by  Jim  Radford 
Peter  Cadogan  and  Tommy  Farrs  I 

Assembling  once  more,  we  marched  back  to  Speakers  Corner  and  dis¬ 
persed. 

As  a  token  gesture  for  the  anger  at  the  imprisonment  of  Terry, 
Mike  and  Del  and  our  contempt  fob  the  Fascist  regime  now  reigning 
in  Greece  it  was  a  success,. 

Let  us  hope  that  this  is  the  start,  led  by  the  Embassy  takeover 
of  a  prolonged  and  fervent  campaign  for  the  re-establishment  of 
freedom  in  Greece  and  the  immediate  release  of  the  three  prison¬ 
ers. 

Geoff  Thomas. 


POLARIS  ACTION.  (BARROW) . 

On  Saturday  November  4th.,  the  third  of  Britain's  four  Polaris 
sub-marines  is  due  to  be  launched  at  Barrow-in-Furness, 

The  London  Committee  of  100  is  supporting  this  action  and  a 
coach  is  leaving  on  Friday  the  3 rd*  of  November  going  to 
Barrow- and  returning  late  Saturday  night.. 

The  return  will  be  36/-,  but  we  are  afraid  that  because  of 
the  financial  involvement  in  hirnng  a  coach  we  must  ask  for 
a  12/-  deposit  to  be  sent  to  the  below  address  as  60011  as 
possible . 

For  details  about  the  demonstration  and  deposits  please  write 
to:  Geoff  Thomas,  Committee  of  100,  13,  Goodwin  Street, 

London 'M. 4. 
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Inspector  put  the  receiver  down  and  apologised  to  me. 

He  then  told  me  the  position.  A  young  German  -  Jewish  refugee,  aged  20,  had 
escaped  fpom  the  Isle  of  Man  Interhment • Camp  and  had,  the  previous  night, 
murdered  and  robbed  an  old  man  of  70?  somewhere  in  Wiltshire.  He  was  report¬ 
ed  to  be  heading  northwards.  Local  residents,  seeing  me  walking  round  the 
town  and  not  knowing  me,  apparently  thought  I  was  the  young  man  in  question 
and  telephoned  the  police.  Although  I  am  of  Jewish  origin  and  have  continental 
ancestry  I  had  never  before  been  taken  for  "foreign  -  looking",  whatever  that 
was  meant  to  imply.  However,  I  was  flattered  at  being  taken  for  19,  when  in 
fact  I  was  23  and  looked  and  felt  like  at  least  twice  that  age’.  However,  it 
was  a  frightening  experience  to  be  accused  of  being  a  murderer.  Anyway,  the 
young  man  was  caught  and  on  the  Saturday  following,  1  went  into  Moreton  -  in  - 
Marsh  to  visit  the  only  cinema  the  town  possessed  and  met  the  policeman  who 
had  first  stopped  me  the  previous  occasion*  He  waved  tJ  me,  smiled,  and  said, 
"Good  morning,  Sir."  This  was  nh  compensation’. 

- * - * - * - * — -  Douglas  Kepper. 


Conversation  between  two  members  (female)  of  the  London  Committee  of  100? 

First  lady  -  "What  is  he  talking  about?" 

Second  lady-  "It's  the  Sec’s  report". 

First  lady  -  "Goodness  -  don’t  we  hear  enough  abjut  that  sort  of  thing,  already?" 

And  now  for  the  Sec’s  (tnot  sex’.)  report: 

LOUDON  COMMITTEE  OF  100  SECRETARY’S  REPORT. 

This  is  my  last  report  as  Secretary  of  the  London  Committee  of  100.  By  the  time 
you  read  these  notes  my  place  will  have  been  taken  by  Laurens  Otter,  well  - 
known  as  one  of  the  founder  -  members  #f  the  old  Direct  Action  Committee  and 
active  throughout  the  life  of  the  Comrift$e  ff  100.  Also  taking  his  departure 
is  Mick  Summers,  who  has  been  Assistant  Secretary  for  several  months,  and  has 
now  found  it  necessary  to  give  up.  We  are  grateful  to  Mick  for  all  that  he  has 
done  and  now  welcome  Geoff  Thomas,  who  takes  over  and  has  done  a  great  deal  for 
this  issue  of  R.S.G. 

The  Autumn  Mobilisation  is  discussed  elsewhere,  as  indeed  are  the  Greek  trial 
sentences.  A  demonstration  at  the  Greek  Embassy  was  held  during  last  month  and 
was  very  successful,  and  a  Borton  to  London  march  and  a  Fast  by  Guy  Gladstone 
both  took  place. 

The  Committee  of  100  is  now  planning  considerable  activity  for  the  future  - 
Polaris  Action  at  Barrow  is  discussed  elsewhere  but  it  is  important  that  as 
many  people  as  possible  should  take  part  in  this  action,  especially  the  direct 
action.  Proposals  are  affot  for  as  many  people  as  possible  to  go  to  U.S  bases 
during  25th  and  26th  November  -  as  many  bases  as  possible  -  in  small  groups,  to 
give  out  leaflets  to  U.S.  servicemen.  Further  details  from  the  Committee  office. 
A  Way  Ahead  Conference  is  being  held  and  proposals  to  visit  British  military 
bases  -  more  details  later.  Members  of  the  London  Committee  are  looking  forward 
to  their  future  with  enthusiasm  -  but  money  is  needed  if  we  are  to  succeed.  We 
urge  you  to  send  a  donation  (however  small)  to  the  London  Committee  of  100,  13 
Goodwin  Street,  London,  U.4#  A  number  of  discussion  meetings  are  also  being 
planned,  one  to  discuss  Che  Guevara  and  his  policy^  the  other  to  discuss  Biafra. 
If  you  want  to  be  kept  in  touch,  let  us  have  your  name  and  address  to  the 
Committee  office,  we  will  put  you  on  the  regular  mailing  list,  but  please  send  a 
donation  of  at  least  five  shillings.  And,  now,  farewell  (well,  perhaps  not  -  I 
hope  to  see  you  on  demonstrations  .  Douglas  Kepper. 
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On  Friday  29th.  September,  I>incla  Dancy,  of  Wood  Green,  ondon  N.22.  was 
arrested  and  charged  with  possessing  a  dangerous  weapon^  ie,  a  knife. 

Two  young  friends  of  her ’ s :  David  Turvey  and  Edward  Bouldin  were  arrested 
and  charged  with  "Insulting  Behaviour"  because  they  had  dared  to  question 
the  actions  of  the  police.  Pail  was  refused  and  the  next  day,  /Saturday 
30th.  September,  they  were  remanded  in  custody  for  a  week,  Linda  going  to 
Holloway,  David  to  Erixton  and  Edward  to  Asa  ford  Remand  Centre. 

Michael  Summers,  young  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  London  Committee  of  100 
w.liQ  .id  a  friend  of  the  above  went  to  Wood  Cre.cn  police  station  on  the 

Friday  night  and  asked  if  he  could  see  them.  He  was  refused  as  only  close 
friends  and  solicitors  were  permitted.  He  asked  if  he  could  stand  bail 
for  one  and  was  also  refused c  When  he  queried  this  he  was  told  that  the 
police  did  not  have  to  give  a  reason.  He  was  asked  to  leave  the  police 
station  and  in  doing  so  he  muttered  something  about  "Bloody  Fascists", 

then  being  arrested  and  charged  with  "Insulting  Behaviour",  Bail  was  again 
and  on  being  searched  he  was  found  to  be  in  the  possession  of  fake  dollar 
bills  bearing  the  words  on  the  back  "Is  this  worth  all  the  blood  and 

slaughter  in  Vietnam".  He  also  had  a  copy  of  a  British  banknote  with 

similar  wording.  The  police  then  raided  Mick’s  home  and  found  more  of 
these  dollar  bills 0  He  was  then  charged  with  being  in  possession  of  forged 
banknotes  and  on  appearing  at  Tottenham  Court  the  next  day  he  was  remanded 
in  custody  in  Ashford  Remand  Centre  for  one  week. 

All  the  above  four  appeared  at  Tottenham  Court  on  Friday  October  6th„  The 
first  three  pleaded  guilty,  Linda  was  fined  £20,  David  and  Edward  £10 
each.  The  police  sergeant  giving  evidence  stated  that  all  three  were 
living  in  a  lodging  house  which  was  the  headquarters  of"various  Anarchist 
groups"  which  was  untrue.  The  house  at  283;  Alexandra  Park  Road,  where 
they  are  living  is  let  off  into  a  number  of  flats.  It  is  true  that  many 
who  live  there  are  Anarchists  but  that  is  all.  They  all  pay  their  rent 
each  week.  The  magistrate  said  to  them  "Anarchism  is  a  way  of  life  where 
you  can  do  what  you  like  as  long  as  you  do  not  interfere  with  other  people!' 
At  the  end  of  the  case  the  sergeant  said  to  them  "the  magistrate  has  a 
more  liberal  interpretation  of  the  word  Anarchism  than  I  have". 


In  the  case  of  Mick  Summers,, 
case  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
would  not  be  ready  to  proceed 
defendant  was  of  no  fixed  add 
Detective  if  he  was  aware  ilia 


the  Detective  giving- evidence ,  said  that 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  and  they 
till  next  week*  They  objected  to  bail  as 
rsss ,  When  the  Counsel  for  Mick  asked*  the 
t  the  defendant  had  l_bved  at  his  present 


th  e 
the 


address  for  seven  months  and  chat  he  was  paying  rent  each  week..  The 
detective  replied"!  don’t  know  anything-  about  that”.  Eventually  he  agreed 
to  accept  sin.d  sureties  were  found,  one  of  £30.  which  was  Mick’s  and  two  of 
£250  each.  Mick  was  then  released* 


cent . 


on  next  page. 


Mick  finally  appeared  on  Friday  13th.  It  was  fully  expected  that,  there 
would  be  a  committal  to  the  Old  Bailey,  s± nee  both  Terry  Chandler  and 
Melvyn  Estrin  have  been  committed  to  the  Old  Bailey  on  similar  charges. 
However,  the  DPP  had  decided  to  change  the  charge  to  that  of  using 
documents  closely  resembling  dollar  bills..  This  must  have  been  a  last 
minute  decision  because  the  DPP  had  even  gone  to  the  trouble  of  flying  an 
official  from  the  U.S.  Treasury  Department  ever  to  identify  the  dollar 
bills  and  then  he  was  not  required. 


On  the  ’’Insulting  Behaviour”  charge,  .Mick  was  found  guilty  despite  the 
fact  that  their  was  hardly  any  evidence.  In  fact  a  coloured  visitor 
from  abroad  said  to  me: "Do  you  mean  to  say  they  pay  two  sergeants  all 
day  to  hang  around  the  court  and  then  give  such  puny  evidence".  Mick  was 
alleged  to  have  called  the  police  "Fascist  Bastards”.  He  admitted  calling 
them  "Bloody  Fascists”  but  denied  using  the  wor"  "Bastards".  Neither  cf 
the  two  sergeants  saw  Mick  when  they  allege  he  used  the  Words,  The 
Counsel  a  Mr.  Hodgson,  asked  how  Mick  could  have  occasioned  a  breach  of 
thepeace  when  no  members  of  the  public  were  present.  There  was  no  answe  p 
to  this.  He  then  asked  if  it  w as  not  a  fact  that  the  reason  he  was 
arrested  was  because  Mick  had  been  rude  to  the  police  and  ’went  on  to 
suggest  that  if  we  had  really  reached  a  state  of  affairs  in  this  country 
where  one  was  arrested  for  being  rule  to  a  policeman,  then  perhaps  the 
term  "Fascist"  was  not  far  wrong.  However  it  is  well  known  that  magistrates 
do  not  go  against  the  police  no  matter  what  the  evidence. 

On  the  question  of  the  dollar  bills  the  defence,  the  bench  and  the 
prosecution  seemed  to  be  having  a  private  conversation  and  what  was  sail 
was  not  apparent,  but  as  Mick  had  pleaded  guilty  to  the  dollars  charge 
and  not  'guilty  to  the  other  one  it  did  not  seem  to  matter.  He  was 
eventually ' fined  £5  for  insulting ’ behaviour;  £5  on  the  dollars  charge; 
and  £5  costs,  with  21  days  to  pay.  He  is  on  National  Assistance  and  getting 
£7  per.  week. 


There  are  several  disturbing  features  of  these  cases.  One  is  that  the 
police  gave  the  previous  criminal  records  of  each  of  the  defendants  as 
part  of  their  (the  police)  evidence,  so  each  person  was  punished  for  his 
or  her  previous  record.  Another  is  that  the  police  lied  (apparently 
quite  deliberately)  about  the  addresses  of  the  defendants,  iving  the 
impression  that  they  were  "roughing  it”  in  a  derelict  house.  Also,  they 
refused  to  allow  David  Turvey  to  telephone  Douglas  Kopper  at  the 
Committee  of  100  office,  although  they  had  allowed  Mick  Summers  to  do  so. 
Further  Turvey  and  Bo  ul  cl  in  received  no  food  at  the  police  station  from 
3pm.  until  nearly  midnight  and  when  Linda  Dancy,  who  id  receive  food 
asked  the  policeman  if  the  boys  were  getting  food,  the  latter  replied 
”No--and  they’re  not  going  to”.  Finally,  all  three  lads  should  have  had 
all  their  belongings,  including  money  taken  with  them  to  prison,  as  they 
were  on  remand;  but  this  did  not  happen  and  they  were  unable  to  but  any¬ 
thing,  not  even  stamps - until  they  had  been  visited  by  friends.  1 e  su 

these  latter  points  are  being  investigated  bythe  police  themselves  — sic.  S 
Nobody  can  justify  the  possession  of  a  knife  111  this  casu  but 
nor  can  anybody  justify  the  behaviour  of  the  police  in  those  cases „ 


UM!  v  Mj  jc  /•_  /  o  A7  7G/V 


In  early  July  this  year,  the  London  Conmittoe  of  100  decided  to 
organise  an  Autumn  Mobilisation  for  Peace  in  Vietnam,  to  coin¬ 
cide  with  the  huge  mobilisation  for  peace,  planned  to  take  place 
in  Washington  on  October  21st.  The  original  idea,  as  out-lined 
in  a  printed  leaflet  at  the  tine,  was  a  "peaceniks  picnic  for 
peace”.  People  were  invited  to  walk,  ride  or  hitch  from  their 
own  doorstep  to  Harold  Wilson's  doorstep. 

This  idea  was  changed  at  a  later  stage  but  was  still'  convention¬ 
al,  Seven  radial  marches  were  planned  for  the  Saturday  morning 
all  to  converge  on  Trafalgar  Square  in  the  early  afternoon. 

This  was  to  be  followed  by  a  Trafalgar  Square  rally,  then  a 
torch- light  march  and  finally,  a  meeting  indoors,  with  an  inter¬ 
national  telephone  link-up  between  Washington,  London  and 
European  capitals,  where  similar  actions  were  taking  place. 
Several  organisations  were  interested;  these  were,  Committee  of 
100,  CM),  YCND,  BCPV,  Young  Liberals,  Peace  Pledge  Union, 

YAPPU,  several  YCL  groups  and  several  anarchist  groups. 

The  Trafalgar  Square  rally  (which  aws  to  be  the  Committee's 
responsibility)  was  to  bo  mainly  poetry  reading,  jazz  and  folk- 
music,  with  a  few  short  speeches,  and  people  were  to  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  picnic  in  the  Square. 

CICD  suggested-  that  to  help  finance  the  day  of  activity,  each 
organisation  should  donate  £10  at  the  start  of  the  campaign.  In 
fact,  only  the  BCPV,  PPU  and  Committee  of  100  did  this. 

The  Committee  made  some  suggestions  for  the  afternoon's  activity 

which  included  inviting  members  of  the  Labour  Party  to  burn 
their  membership  cards.  A  slogan  suggested  for  the  Trafalgar 
Square  rally  was  "The  Labour  Party  Versus  Peace  in  Vietnam”. 

This  upset  the  CUD  leadership.  So  tied  to  the  Labour  Party  are 
the  leadership  of  this  organisation;  so  anxious  are  they  not  to 
offend  the  "left-wing”  of  the  Labour  Party  who,  in  their  turn 
are  anxious  not  to  upset  Harold  Wilson,  that  CND  issued  a  state¬ 
ment,  calling  for  the  closing  down  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on 
the  pretext  that  it  had  done  it's  work  and  now  it  was  up  tm  the 
organisers  of  each  of  tho  day's  activities  to  get  cracking  with 
the  organisation.  The  truth  of  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  in  the  monthly  CND  bulletin  no  mention  whatever  was  made 
of  the  radial  marches  or  of  tho  Trafalgar  Scuare  Rally.  Nor  w as 
ant  mention  of  these  activities  maTTc  In  r^dnityn7~  the  monthly 
paper  of  CUD. 


"VI ETHAM ^SOLIDARITY” 

. nay  digress  hero  for  a  moment.,  I  should  like  to  refer  nowt 
to  an  organisation  called  the  Vietnam  Solidarity  Campaign.  This 
body  had  also  planned  a  nobilisatiom--to  take  place  on  October 
22nd,  It  was  to  be  on  conventional  lines— ——a  Trafalgar  Square 
meeting  with  Labour  (Tory)  KP's;  Tariq  Ali  (of  course)  and  a 
representative  of  the  Black  Power  Movement?  This  was  to  bo 

followed  by  a  march  to  the  American  Embassy  and  a  picket  at  the 
Embassy. 

Those  organising  the  Saturday  activity  felt  that,  although  threac 
\.ore  fundamental  differences  between  the  two  groups,  both  demon¬ 
strations  were  complimentary  to  one  another  (the  Saturday  on&- 
would  be  againstP3*it$inrs.  complicity  in  the  Vietnam  war  ;  the 


Sunday  cm©  against  II,  S .  si  on)  and  so,  on  all  lit  crc.  tt^ro 

(posters,  leaflets,  circulars ,  etc,  ),  issued  by  the  Saturday 
Committee,  the  Sunday  activity  was  advertised,  on  the  other  hand 
the  Vietnam  Solidarity  Campaign  made  absolutely  no  mention  what¬ 
ever  in  any  o'f  their  publications  about  the  Saturday  activity,. 

So  much  for  Solidarity! ! ! 

Thc^DEMOPfSTRATIOI^ 

In  the  event,  the  Saturday  demonstration  was  a  failure-.  The 
radial  marches  were  reasdnably  successful >  As  one  marcher  put  it 
"we  hacb  the  minimum  support  and  the  maximum  c ffectn  and  I  think 
it  sums  it  up*  Just  over  1,000  people  rallied  to  Trafalgar  Square 
despite  the  boycott  by  various  organisations,  despite  the  extras 
ely  cold  weather  and  the  fact  that  rain  was  threatened,,  We  only 
just,  in  fact,  got  the  collection  in  before  the  torrential  rain 
cleared  the  Square,  The  platform  was  well  decorated  and  most  of 
the  banners  were  colourful »  But  the  Rally  despite  an  unconventional 
and  extremely  good  programme,  was  a  flop® 

What  happened  in  the  evening  I  don’t  know,  except  that  CUD  was 
only  able  to  muster  300  people  to  Finsbury  Town  Haiti  for  an  intir 
national  link-up.  and  the  best  thht  they  could  produce  to  send 
greetings  to  the  Americans  was  Frank  Allnun  HP  and  Fenner  Brock- 
way!  ! 

_THE_FUTUREo_ 

First,  as  the  convenor,  I  should  like  to  thank  ail  those  who 
worked  so  hard  to  try  and  make  the  day  a  success.  There  was 
a  great  deal  of  hard  work  put  in. 

Why  was  it  unsu  ccessful?  This  is  somethink  that  we  will  have  to 
hammer  out  at  the  ’’Way  Ahead  Conference”-  when  it  takes  place0 
Apart  from  the  sabotage,  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  of  the 
fault  must  obviously  have  been  that  of  the  Committee  of  100.. 

What  the  Committee  of  100  has  to  do  is  not  to  lick  it's  wounds 
but  to  get  on  with  the  job  that  it  know’s  best  how  to  do  and 
that  is  non-violent  direct  action  against  the  WARFARE  STATE ^ 

END,.  DOUGLAS  KEPPER„ 


AUTUMN- ^MOBILISATION j :  Another  point  of  view.. 

On  Saturday  October  21st.,  the  London  Committee  of  LOO^s  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  International  Mobilisation  took  place  in  Trafalgar 
Square , 

The  sky  was  downcast  and  the  temperature  was  slightly  low 
accounting  perhaps  for  the  lack  of  attendance  which  was  less  than 
1500.  Of  the  people  who  were  there  represented  quite  a  large  ci®ss- 
section  of  the  Peace  Movement ,  The  rally  eventually  got  under  w^iy 
with  an  illegal  public  performance  of  amplified  gramaphone  records 
after  which  we  played  the  recording- of  Wilson- s  oratorial  master 
piece  of  his  1964  election  address,..  The  poetry  started  after  thals 
in  the  shape  of  Dennis  Gould,  who  came  -over  loud  and  clear  and  Iby 
Hamilton  Smith  who  was  the  very  opposite,.  Sybil  Morrison  gave  a 
very  good  speech  on  the  whole  and -presented  her  case  in  a  clear 
and  precise  way,  unlike  John  Papworth  who  presented  a  rather 
bungled  version  of  the  theme  of  the  Rally  . 


He  appeared  to  be  nore  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the  flower 
people  than  the  millions  of  murdered  Vietnamese.  He  was  followed 
rather  appropriately  with  poetry  by  Roger  Barnard,  who  to  say 
the-  least  gave  an  extremely  erratic  performance  and  was  noted 
more  for  his  use  of  obsene  language,  which  upset  a  few  people 
than  his  eloquence \of  oration.  Thank  goodness  he  was  followed 
by  someone  who'  knows  'how  to  put  poetry  in  a  fashion  which 
produces  both  excitement  and  a  sense  of  emotion. 

The  folk-singers  made  a  welcome  break  from  the  previous  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  Haney  McKeith  -and  an  other  girl  who  between  thegi 
created  quite  an  impression  and  projected  the  theme- land 
abhorrence  of  the  Vietnam  war  in  no  uncertain  terms ... 

Up.  to  this  point  the  only. , audience  participation  and' excite¬ 
ment  was  generated  -by  John' Papworth  and  this  could  hardly  be 
called  complimentary  except  by  a  small  section  of  the  march, 
who  were  noted  for  their  marked  absence  of  any. on  q  over  the 
age  of  twelve ..  J  ■  •■■■•.  ..  .  V(  ',g 

The  collection  now  took  place  and  :at  the  beginning  :even  with¬ 
out  -  an  -appeal *  by  Peter  Williams,  who. .had  come  down  -specially 
from  Scotland.  It  eventually  got  under  way  but  the  enthusiasm 
to  actually  put  money  in  the  buckets  wv/s*  shunned  by  the  majority 
judging  by  the  total  takings  of  £-26/10/-.  By  this  time  anyway 
people  were  starting  to  drift  away  for  a  more  visible  form  of 
refreshment  than  the  afternoon  had  offered  so  far.  ’ 

How  came  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  high  point  of  the  after—  ! 
noon.  This  as.  it  turned '.out  was :  the  least  significant  point  of 
the  afternoon.  After  an .appeal  by  Jim  Radford  for  people  in  the 
audience > to  cone  up  on  the  plinth  and  publicly  burn  their  Labour 
Party-  co,rcls  only  one  decided  to  take  up  the  offer  except  for  the  r 
stalwarts  who  thought  that  it  was  significant  enough, to  burn 
their  Labour  Exchange  cards;  perhaps  it  was. 

Due  to  the  expected  shower  of  rain  at  this  point  the  Rally 
rapidly  disintegrated  and  the  afternoon  came  to  a’ damp  ending.4 
This  summed" up  the  afternoon  on  the  whole  as  the  lot  of  it  was 
rather  damp.  This .  was  , not  due  to  the  fevered  efforts  of  the 

organisers,  who  worked  to-  dropping  point  to  try  and  make  this 
rally  a- success.  The  lesson  I  hope  was  learned  is  that  the  day 
of  a  large  rally  in  Trafalgar  Square  is  /finished^  for  the 
Movement . and  wo  should  do  a  lot  of  rethinking  on  the  whole 
question  and  'come  to  a  decision  once  and  for  all. 

If  we  can  only  bring  out  less  than  1500  pcc.pie  on  an  occasion 
such  as  this  then  there  is  something  far  wroifjJ;  with  our  methods. 
Perhaps  the  wrangling  and  argument  on  the  Ad ’Hoc  Committee  had 
something  to  do  with  it  'and  the  event  was  sabotuaged  b$r  the 

usual  personal  bickering  and  the  unreasonable  attitude,  of 
various  organisations . 


On  Sunday  the  22nd.  of  October  the  followers  of  the  Vietnam 
Solidarity ' Campaign  massed  in  Trafalgar  Square  for  a  meeting 
at  2,#30ipm.  In  comparison  to  the  previous  day*s  activity, 
one  could  not  help  noticing  the  difference  in  numbers.  As  the 
Committee  of  100  could,  only  muster  less  than  1^00  on  the 
Saturday  and. the  fact  that  the  V,S0C6  getting  about  6,000  for 
their  Rally  was  certainly  felt  in  our  ranks*  The  speakers 
speeches  to  say  the  least  were  predictable  but  the  fact  they 
were  against  the  Vietnam  war  and  they  obviously  made  their 
message  felt  with  the  audience.  They  were  largely  representitilve 
of  opinion  in  this  country  and  it  was  surprising  to  see  that  a 
lot  of  the  people  who  turned  out  on  Saturday  were  also  on  this 
demonstration  and  also  I  may  add,  in  larger  numbers  than  the 
previous  dayjs  so  called  United  Front 0 

After  the  speeches  the  gathering  assembled  at  one  corner 
of  the  Square  to  march  to  the  American  Embassy  via  Australia 
House,  Mew  Zealand  House  and  Downing  Street*  The  march  then 
got  under  way  and  proceeded  along  the  Strand  to  Australia 
House  where  it  stopped  for  what  might  be  called  a  picket.  The 
surprising  thing  to  me  was  the  number  of  people  that  the  march 
managed  to  pick-up  on  the  way.  The  feeling  of  being  ashamed 
by  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  100,  who  were  on  the  march 
coTAld  not  possibly  be  hidden,  if  one  was  really  truthful  with 
oneself.  If  the  only  Mobilisation  we  could  manage  to  imitate 
with  the  numbers  we  had  then  we  must  surely  have  felt  that  we 
had  seriously  let  down  our  brothers  in  the  American  Movement 
who  were  raartyrring  themselves  on  the  steps  of  the  Pentagon^ 
we  should  be  ashamed.  This  was  supposed  to  be  an  international 
move  in  Europe  and  America  and  it  seemed  that  if  the  Sunday 
deminstration  had  not  come  off  the  Peace  Movement  (to  use  an 
old  term)  would  be  as  well  to  close  down. 

Even  the  enthusiasm,  which  Saturday  lacked  was  felt  I . thimk 
by  all  on  the  Sunday.  One  could  say  that  a  march  of  hate  is  much 
easier  than  tp  put  fotward  a  progressive  and  constructive 
argument  about  the  Vietnam  war  and  Wilson* s  support.  This  is 
of  course  true,  but  as  the  Committee  is  so  bogged  down  with 

its  ramblings  about  non-alignment,  that  I  feel?  that  it  fails 
to  grasp  the  true  plight  of  the  people  of  Vietnam,  The  fact 
that  several  members  sf  the  London  Committee  of  100  were 
present  on  the  Sunday,  I  hope  will  justify  that  at  least  some 
people  care  about  Vietnam  to  come  out  in  the  open  about  their 
protest  and  not  look  from  behind  the  black  shielding  cloak  of 
the  Labour  Party.  It  was  obvious  that  we  followed  the  wrong 
line  altogether  this  week-end  and  lets  hope  we  realise  It. 


To  adopt  the  petty  attitude  that  if  they  did  not  publicise 
our  demonstration  we  .would  not  openly  support  theirs  is  just 
childish,  We  are- demonstrating  for  peoples  lives  and  this  is 
not  a  thing  to  be  taken  with  a  flick  of  the  cuff, 

Tho  march  proceeded  without  any  trouble  up  to  the  time 
it  got  to  Downing  Street  and  then  the  first  scuffle  started  as 
expected*, ...The  police  were  out  in  force  and  the  possibility 
of  anybody  getting  up  Downing  Street  would  be  a  waste  of  tine  . 
in  any  case  as  the  place  is  just  a  police  trap  as  well  as  beigig 
a  cenetpry.  -By  this  time  the  march  had  grown  to  around  10, COO 
people-* 

Ho,re  and. more  people  joined  the  demonstration  on  the  way  to 
the  American  Embassy  and  the  march  was  abreast  going 
along  Oxford  Street,  The  excitement  was  now  rising  and  the 
demonstrators  were,  obviously  not  going  to  be  cheated  of  their 
objective,  Tho  ‘Anarchists  by  this  time  had  made  some  show  of 

independency  at  last  and  formed  their  own  little  march  with-' 
the  usual  collection  of  non-aligners*  As  the  march  proceeded 
along  Hanover  Streep  it  was  net,  p  cordon  at  the  end  of 

the  road,  which  forced  tho  march  to  move  to  one-  side  which 
caused  an  unnecessary  crush.  a 

The  demonstration  then  had. to  surge  forward,  not  altogether 
by  its  own  choice.  Once  the  cordon  had  been  broken  the  poljUee 
resorted  to  their  usual  procedure  of  using  extreme  violence 
as  the  only  way /they  know  to  deal  with  demonstrators  who 
insist  on  demonstrating-  Once  they  had  broken  through  the 
first  row  of  police  the  demonstrators  swept  through  the  fence 

at  the  side  of  Grosvenor  Square  Gardens  and  wont  up  in  front  _ 
of  the  Embassy  where  it  was  held*  The  trouble  then  got  into 
full  swing  but  in  all  fairness  the  so-called  riot  was  r 
unquestionably  started  because  of  tho  brutality  use.d  by  the  r 
police  in  the  first  instance  to  stop  the  demonstrators  from 
reaching  the  Embassy, 

The  crowd  hurled  tufts  of  grass,  sticks,  banners,  bottles  in 
anger  at  the  charging  of  the  mounted  police  at  the  crowd. 
Nevertheless  it  would  be  true  to  say  that  the  majority  of 
marchers  including  the  women,  young  girls  and  children 
who  were  run  down  by  the  ’'cavalry"  resisted  as  non- violently"" 

as  they  could-  in  a  situation  such  as  this, 

Gilbert  as  usual  was  using  his  charge  methods  to  ferret  out 
the  people  he  wanted  whether  they  were  doing  anything  or  not 
Most  of  -the  people  who  were  arrested  had  nothing  to  do  with*  ) 
the  crowd  at  the  front „  but  just  unfot^unate  in  getting  in 
the  way.  Luckily  the  press  played  their  cameras  on  the  police 
for  a  change  and  not  on  tho  usual  demonstrators'  who  lose  their 
temper  and  are  pictured  hitting  the- police.  ,  V  . 

The  demonstration  was  probably  .tho  best  seen  and  most 
*  fervent  since  Cuba  and  the  demonstrators  had  made  up  their’ 
minds  for  a  change  not  to  be  diverted  from  their  objective. 

It  was  noticeable  that  tho  people  in  front  were  not  just  the 
hard-core  V.S.C,  but  included  the  Stop-It  Committee,  CND, 

Young  Liberals  and  independent  Americans  and  of  course  the 
Anarchists,  who  thought  poor  things  that  their  blessed 
revolution  had  come  at  last .  ; 

The  whole  demonstration  proved  without  a  doubt  that  the  way 
to  voice  ones  feelings  about  tho  war  in  Vietnam  is  to  get 
direct  at  the  represent itive  of  America  and  its  aggression 
whaeveiy  yci  "  -  -  -  not  dilly—  dally  around  i 


birtngel;  dljKXrt  rxt  the  ieouo.  the  X,aloaT»**  'P’cca-'fc^  >t«vLtx>-*-  T 

of  campaigning  on  this  aspect  and  the  time  is  not  ripe  to  move  at  ’fesmy 

present  moment  against  a  party  who  obviously  does  not  care  how  many 

lives  of  innocent  children  that  it  has  on  its  conscience  and  the 
people  of  this  country. 

As  for  the  Commit teeof  100  unless  it  changes  its  ideas  very 
quickly  it  will  neither  exist  or  even  get  the  crowd!  that  it  got 
on  Saturday.  It;  wants  to  shake  the  dust  off  its  back  and  get  out 
of  its  rut  once  'and  for  all.  Until  it  recognises  the  existence  of 
a  legitimate  claim  in  the  Vietnamese  issue  and  makes  up  its  mind 
just  how  it  stands  on  the  subject,  on  one  side  or  the  other  it  will 

continue  to  just  draw  the  few  it  drew  on  the  Saturday  FLOP. 

I  sincerely  hope  we  have  learnt  our  lesson  and  there  is  a  serious 
shake-up  when  we  meet  again  to  discuss  future  action.  The  time  to 
decide  is  now  before  the  people  of  Vietnam  cease  to  exist  in  fact 
and  before  America  has  dragged  the  world  into  an  irrevocable  war 
that  there  will  be  no  turning' back  from.  America. must  withdraw  now 
and  this  means  total  withdrawal  and  no  token  forces  or  forces  in 
^$3b%8&£_kceping  capacity.  Let  the  Committee  of  100  awake  now. 

U.S.  get  out  of  Vietnam  now  before  it  is  too  late.  Let  the  peop3Le 
•f  Great  Britain  demonstrate  in  the  streets  again  and  again 
until  the  whole  nation  is  awakened  to  this  genocide  that  is. 
happening  in  our  name. 

Geoff  Thomas. 


Points  of  Information. 


Kilburn  Anarchist  Group,  meets  8pm. .every  fuesday  at; 
16,  Kilburn  House,  Malvern  PLace,  Kilburn.  (Queens  Park 
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Peace  Pledge  Union;  Details  of  meetings,  literature,  etc,  from  6  Endsleigh 
Street,  London,  W.C.T.  Youth  Association,  Peaoe  Pledge  Union;  details  §f 
membership,  etc,  from  Roy  Hamilton  -  Smith,  la  Clanricarde  Gardens,  London,  W.2 


Edgware  Peace  Action  Group  -  meetings  every  Tuesday  at  8.0  pm  at  84  Edgware 
bury  Lane,  Edgware,  Mddsx.  Literature  selling  every  Saturday,  near  station 
at  11.0  am  and  3«0  pm. 


DONATIONS  urgently  required  to  pay  off  loss  on  Autumn  Mobilisation.  Send  now, 
(  marking  cheques,  postal  orders, etc,  to  Autumn  Mobilisation)  13  Goodwin 
Street,  London,  N.4. 


IN  ifv/  ■/  >. ' :  f-<) 


A  railway  strike  was  averted  only  by  the  treachery  of  the 
National  Union, of  Railwayman;  the  union  leadership  was  fright¬ 
ened  by  threats  from  Ray  Grunt er  that  he  would  break  thq" strike 
with  troops*  Grunter  behaved  far  more  badly  than  any  previous 
Minister  of  Labour  (even  more  badly  than  George  Brown  in  the 
first  po&t-war  Labour  Government  and  far  worse  than  any  Tory 
Minister  of  Labour)  and  was  thanked  by  .the  employers  for  strike 
breaking.. 

In-  the  docks,  both  in  London  and  Liverpool,  there  is  a 
dispute  that  is  likely  to  get  worse.  As  usual,  Ray  Grunter 
accused  "Communists"  and  "Trotskyists”  of  stirring-up  trouble 
in* the  docks.  It  never  occurs  to  Grunter  that  matbe  he  is 
stirring  up  the  trouble,  or  that  majrbe  the  employers  are  the 
"trouble-makers",  Grunter  needed  the  railwaynon  and  the  dockers  , 
in  1966  for  their  votes  *  How  that  he  has  got  the  votes  he  phii 
turn  on  then.  This  is  the  answer  to  those  "left-wingers"  who 
insist  that  We  should  work  inside  the  Labour  Party, 

At  the  My ton  building,  site  at  the  Barbican,  workers  have 
been  on  strike  for  nearly  12  months (>  Again  "Communists"  and 
"Trotskyists"  have  been  blamed:  ne  -/er  the  employers.  At  the 
time  of  whiting,  the  strike  appears  to  be  breaking-up,  but  24 
men  are  standing  trial  for  the  "crime  of  picketing  the  Barbican  ■* 
site.  Picketing  is  a  tine  honoured  tradition  in  Britain,  but  the 
Labour  Government  is '  showing,  once  again,  that  it  is  the  wor6t 
enemy  of  the  working  class 0  Just  as  in  1949  it  prosecuted  7  ""  ' 

dockers,  so  to-day  it  is  prose  cut..  r.g  24  building  trade  workers. 

This  winter  is  going  to  be  hard  for  the  workers.  Unemploy¬ 
ment  is- well  over  600/000  (the  highest  since  1940)  and  discontent 
in  industry,  is  rife r,  Wilson  and  Gaunter  are  saying:  "hang  you 
Jack  1 8m- all  right",.  They  are  deep  down  in  the  comfortable 
pockets  of  the  employers,.  We  peace-workers  have  got  to  understand 
the  problems  of  industrial  workers  and  to  help  them  with  their 
problems.  If  we  want  to  end  war,  we  have  got  to  campaign  for 
social  justice  at  home  first* 

POINTS^OF^INPORMATION. 

London  Committee  of  100 0  Full  Committee  meetings,  Wednesday 
November  1st.  and  Wednesday  December  6th,,  both  at  6  Endsleigh 
Street,  W^C.I*,  at  7*3 Cpm,,  Working  Group  Meetings  on  all  other 
Wednes days— -same-  time*— -sane  place,  •  '  ‘ 

Way  Ahead  Conference,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  I8th,  and  I9th. 
November,  2„30pmn—  6®30pmo  each  day- -General  Picton,  2, 
Wharfedale  Road,  Caledonian  Road,  London,  N„I. 

Anti-Polaris  Demonstration,  Saturday- November  4t-h,  at  Barrow 
In- Furness,  I0ane  (See  article  on  ;;page  10)  Coach  36/-  return 
from  London  travelling  Ex  Ida.-  ungh,t-„  Details  ARC  1239, 

Peace  News  Christmas  Fair  Saturday  November  Ilth,  at  Kingsway 
Hall,  from  III 30am,  onwards D 


POINTS  OF_INFORMATION_(cont..) 

pj»-j^g^23.Q  ^0”  f*or  Peace,  Terry  Chandler,  H.M.  PpisoDj  Wandsworth 
S.W.I8.  :  Michael. Handle ,  H.M.  Prison,  Pent omville,  Caledonian 
Road  N.I.  Del  Foley,  H.M.  Prison,  Springfield--— — 

Paul  Pawlowski.  H.M0  Prison,  Wandsworth,  S.W.I8.  .  .  . 

Periodicals  Worth  Reading; 

RESISTANCE  (for  peace  action);  bi-monthly,  I/-  plus  3d.  postage 

- — —  for  g  issues  (including  postage)  from  Birmingham 

Peace  Action  Centre,  Factory  Road,  Birmingham  19. 

UNDERGROHIfP  £.'or  radical,  libertarian,  militant  Youth;  6d,  per#> 

copy  (9d.  by  post);  5/-  for  6  issues  (including 
postage);  from  Y*C»iSr.D»,  5,  Caledonian  Road  London 

M.I,  '  ;■ 

RESURGENCE  Edited  by  John  Papworth.  2/6d.  monthly,  from 
Ho  us  man ’  s  Bookshop,  5,  Caledonian  Road  N.I* 

LEADERT  (for  Socialists)  6d.  per,  copy, 

6/-  for  10  issues  (including  postage)  from  197 
Kings  , Cross  Road,  WrC&I„ 

£EACE_NEWS.  (  for  pacifists);  I/-  per  ,  copy  (1/3  by  post) 
from  Caledonian  Road,  N.I. 

FREEDOM,  (for  Anarchists)  6dc  per  copy  (by  post  9d.  per  copy) 
-from  I7a  Maxwell  Road,  London  S.W.6. 

J^SS-^DE^TO^ORDER^ 

Any  slogan,  any  quantity;  9d.  each 
*  £2  for  50;  Geoff  Thomas,  Committee  of  100,  13, 

Goodwin  Street, 

.  London  If.  4* 

STUDENT  PEACE  CONFERENCE. _ 

Saturday  November  Ilth.  at  Merton 
«.«  College  Oxford,  to  discuss  tactics,  exchange  ideas p 
and  permanent  liason.  DETAILS?  Chris  Reeve, 

Merton  College  Oxford. 

CONCERT. 

The  Mikis ‘  Theodorakis  Ensemble  (Athens)  Maria 
Farantouri  and  Antonis  Kaloyannis;  Thursday,  Friday, 
Saturday,  2nd  3rd  4th  November,  at  7.30pm.  Conway  Hall, 

Red,  Lion  Square,  W.C.I.  Tickets,  10/-  15/-  25/-  from 
Housman’s  Bookshop,  Collett’s  or  Committee  of  100. 

HELP!  HELP!  HELP!  the  funds  of  the  London  Committee  of  100, 

Send  a  donation  NOW,  Fill  in  the  form  below 
and  send  it  off  now. 

To  London  Committee,  of  100,  13  Goodwin  Street,  London  N*4. 

I  'enclose  £  /  /  / d.  to  wards  your  funds. 

NAME. _ _ 4  _  ^  _ _ ;/ 

•■t  - 

ADDRESS.,  * 


